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CONFIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 0265 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, UK, BH, GT 
SUB J : BELIZE 

1 . BEGIN UNCLAS SUMMARY. FOR FIRST TIME GOG HAS 
PUBLICLY RECORDED INTENT TO SETTLE BELIZE DISPUTE BEFORE 
PRESIDENT LAUGERUD LEAVES OFFICE. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN INTERVIEW CARRIED BY EL IMPARCIAL JANUARY 12, FONMIN 
MOLINA WAS QUOTED AS SAYING IT IS "PRESIDENT LAUGERUD'S 
INTENTION THAT A SOLUTION (TO THE BELIZE DISPUTE) BE 
REACHED DURING HIS ADMINISTRATION," THAT IS, BY THE TIME HE 
TURNS OVER REINS OF GOVERNMENT TO SUCCESSOR ON JULY 1, 

1978. MOLINA SAID GOG SEEKS "INTENSIFICATION" OF NEGO- 
TIATIONS. HE CONTEMPLATED POSSIBLE RESUMPTION OF UK-GOG 
TALKS WITHIN NEXT FEW WEEKS. 
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2. REMARKS CAME DURING PRESS QUESTIONING ABOUT 
WASHINGTON DATELINE DPA STORY APPEARING HERE JANUARY 
12 WHICH, IN REPORTING ROWLANDS-VANCE MEETING, 

CITED "DIPLOMATIC SOURCES" TO EFFECT THAT UK AND 
GOG HAD REACHED PRELIMINARY AGREEMENT WHEREBY 
GUATEMALA WOULD RECEIVE SOME BELIZEAN TERRITORY IN 
EXCHANGE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF BELIZEAN INDEPENDENCE. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


MONINA DENIED ANY AGREEMENT HAD BEEN REACHED AND 
MAINTAINED THAT WHILE NUMEROUS FORMULAS HAD BEEN DIS- 
CUSSED, TO DATE UK AND GUATEMALA HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO 
ACCEPT EACH OTHER'S PROPOSALS. HE NOTED THAT ANY 
AGREEMENT WOULD HAVE TO HAVE APPROVAL OF THE GUATEMALAN 
PEOPLE "THROUGH THEIR REPRESENTATIVE ORGANS." BY THIS 
HE PRESUMABLY MEANT COUNCIL OF STATE AND CONGRESS. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

3. COMMENT: THIS EXCHANGE AND PREVIOUS WIRE STORIES 
SUGGESTING A TERRITORIAL TRANSACTION MAY BE IN THE 
CARDS, HAVE HAD RELATIVELY LITTLE REACTION IN LOCAL 
PRESS. SUCH STORIES, WHEN THEY APPEAR, TEND TO BE RELE- 
GATED TO INSIDE PAGES, SUGGESTING GENTLEMEN'S AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND PRESS NOT TO PLAY THEM UP. EXCEPTION 
TO THIS GENERALIZATION IN RECENT DAYS WAS EL GRAFICO'S 
JANUARY 13 EDITORIAL WHICH REVIEWED IMPARCIAL INTERVIEW, 
COMMENTED ERRONEOUSLY THAT FONMIN MOLINA HAS ALWAYS TAKEN 
POSITION THAT GOG COULD NOT SETTLE FOR ANYTHING LESS 
THAN ALL BELIZEAN TERRITORY, AND CONCLUDED THAT 
MOLINA'S STATEMENT AUGURS WELL FOR "THE SHINING OF 
JUSTICE AFTER SO MANY YEARS." WHATEVER THE INTER- 
PRETATION PUT ON MOLINA'S WORDS, THIS IS FIRST TIME 
WE CAN RECALL GOG SPOKESMAN PUBLICLY SETTING A 
TARGET DATE FOR A SETTLEMENT CAST IN POSITIVE TERMS. 

BOSTER 
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